
  

  

  

BY DAVID BOLOGNA 

 

     Many Americans take advantage 
of the event that happens every year 

on Thanksgiving Dayðthe Macyôs 

Thanksgiving Day Parade. But of 
course, everyone wonders where this 

tradition came from, why it became 

such a phenomenon, and how it has 
evolved over the years. Incidentally, 

just as all great things start, the pa-

rade came from very humble begin-
nings and eventually grew to be one 

of the most beloved family events. 

 
The Macyôs Thanksgiving Day Pa-

rade dates all the way back to 1924. 

In an effort for incoming immigrants 
working at Macyôs to celebrate the 

American holiday of Thanksgiving 

with a European twist, the workers 
decided to hold a parade. Together, 

they marched from 145th Street all the 

way to 34th Street where the Macyôs 
department store was located in New 

York City. The blend of European 

festivities with the American holiday 
proved to be a hit with its humble 

floats, professional bands, animals 

from the Central Park Zoo, and Santa 
Clause, who greeted everyone at the 

finale of the parade. In later years, the 

parade became even bigger by adding 

many new spectacles. 
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The most famous additions to the 

Macyôs Thanksgiving Day Parade 

have been the gigantic, vibrant bal-
loons that, even today, float above 

crowds as the balloons are walked 

along by numerous workers. The first 
balloon to start this incredible legacy 

was none other than Felix the Cat in 

1927. The beloved cartoon character 
introduced a new sight never before 

seen by the American people. Immedi-

ately, new balloons were added each 
year. Some of these include Mickey 

Mouse in 1934, Kermit the Frog in 

1977, and Horton the Elephant in 
2008. Unfortunately, the tradition of 

letting one balloon float away, burst 

and land on a lucky personôs yard has 

been lost. However, there have been  

several additions to the parade includ-

ing Broadway show numbers, floats 

equipped with famous performers, and 
an even bigger surplus of balloons 

which all together make up what we 

currently see each year on TV. Another 
huge stepping stone in the evolution of 

the parade has been its broadcast on 

television. 

Continued on pg. 8 

BY REBECCA WEIS 

     On January 20th, 1961, John Fitz-

gerald Kennedy became the thirty-

fifth President of the United States. He 
was the first and only Roman Catholic 

to become president. At the age of 

forty-three, he was the youngest per-
son ever elected to the presidency and 

in his inaugural address, he coined the 

well known phrase, ñAsk not what 
your country can do for youðask 

what you can do for your country.ò  

Tragically, on November 22, 1963, 

John F. Kennedy was assassinated in 

Dallas, Texas.  There is an air of mys-
tery surrounding the events that took 

place that fateful day. Only two things 

are known as a fact: Lee Harvey 
Oswald was arrested for the murder of 

the president and Jack Ruby killed 

Oswald in a Dallas jail two days later. 
Many conspiracy theories have 

emerged over the years to explain who 

may have killed President Kennedy 

and how they did it. 
Continued on pg. 9 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/18/Mickey-mouse-1934.
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_QjuzUIuGxF4/TI6p8nFD7oI/AAAAAAAAAoI/x8fCeAymIYk/s320/JFK.JPG&imgrefurl=http://garethrussellcidevant.blogspot.com/2010/09/elvis-chatsworth-jfk-and-me-interview.html&usg=__US6pXIQ-6HZ3mZEhX9UqeaCPfWw
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Did you know that 

the human eye 

blinks an average of 

4,200,000 times a 

year? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that 

cockroaches can 

live for 9 days after 

their head has been 

cut off? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that 

the oldest pig in the 

world lived to the 

age of 68? 

 

BY GABI CAMACHO, MAURA WEIS, & REBECCA WEIS 

 

     The Savio sports teams have had many exciting games and 
moments in their continuing and new seasons. The cross country 

team competed in many races with victories including Kyle 

Hausmannôs 1st place win and Ricky Minorôs 4th place finish at 
the Georgetown race on October 9th. At this meet, Jenna Minor 

received 3rd place and Lauren Hudson and Anna Carter medaled 

as well. There is even more reason for excitement; on October 
16th, the cross country team went to the state meet in Waco, 

where overall, boys ranked 10th and girls ranked 6th. Way to go 

Eagles! While the cross country team ran to success, the girlôs 
varsity volleyball team put on an amazing performance this sea-

son. The girls managed to bump, set, and spike their way to the 

TAPPS 3A state play-offs with an impressive season record of 16
-4-1. Great job ladies! 

 

The football team made a leap from JV to Varsity, making for a 
tough yet spirited season.  The teamôs first home game was Octo-

ber 22nd, and it was full of excitement, music, and cheering for 

the Savio Eagles. On November 5, 2010, the last home football 
game of the season was played. Many students, teachers, and 

parents came to cheer on the team for their last game, showing 

just how great the school spirit is at Savio. The team played hard 
throughout the game and had some great first downs and exciting 

runs. Congratulations to all the football players for their hard 

work and dedication this season. Students are looking forward to 
the football season next year. As several sports seasons, such as 

the previously mentioned, have ended, many others have begun 

in the last few weeks. 
 

The soccer and basketball teams have begun practice for their 

seasons. Both the boysô and girlsô soccer teams practice outside 
in rain, sun, and freezing weather to improve their skills. Both 

teams won their first game against Reicher High School in Waco. 

Way to go Eagles! 
 

Although they might not brave the weather, basketball players 
play hard and undergo rigorous training. Both the Varsity and 

Junior Varsity girlsô basketball teams have played several scrim-

mages and games. The girlsô season commenced on November 4, 
2010 with their game against Waldorf. JV won their game with a 

total of thirty points. The Varsity team suffered a loss, but fin-

ished the game with a score of thirty points. Both girlsô basket-
ball teams appear to be on the right track to win many games this 

season. 

 
The boysô Varsity basketball team had their first scrimmage on 

November 6, 2010. Many students and parents came to cheer the 

team on and start the season off right. Since the scrimmage, the 
boysô basketball team has played many games, and also enjoyed 

victories including that against San Juan Diego on November 19 

at the Eagleôs Nest. Each home game has been filled with more 
cheering and support than one could imagine. Students are con-

stantly shouting and have created special cheers and gestures like 

ñmagic fingersò on free throws or the ñboink, boink, passò cheer 
when the other team has possession. The boysô basketball team 

looks good on the court and is sure to win many games through-

out their season. Keep it up Eagles, and get ready for game day! 
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BY MAURA WEIS & GABI CAMACHO 

 

     On October 26th the Savio Symphony, Jazz Band, and Choir 
performed their first musical concert of the school year: 

ñAutumn Eveningò. The night began with a performance from 

the Jazz Band consisting of ñFrankensteinò and ñThe Pink Pan-
therò. Next, the Choir singers showcased their wonderful voices 

in ñBel Festinoò, ñThe Blessingò, and ñAinôt That Good Newsò. 

Finally the Symphony gave a stunning performance of ñBest of 
the Beatlesò,ò Amadeusò, and ñIndiana Jonesò. Autumn Evening 

was a great success and allowed Savio students to demonstrate 

their amazing musical abilities of Savio students. All of these 
groups have grown tremendously from last year with the addition 

of many more talented musicians. Thank you to everyone who 

came to support the Savio Music Department 
. 

Recently St. Dominic Savio also hosted its first Coffee House of 

the school year. The Coffee House included entertaining and 

talented acts such as Chris Gray playing guitar and drums; Matt 

French playing guitar; David Bologna, Micaela Allen, Angela 

Kent, Sarah Bruce, and Clare McCarthy, and Emily McCauslin 
who all displayed their wonderful singing voices; the Philips 

sisters, Jessica, Alexis, and Darcy, exhibited their skills on the 

violin; Alex Tavarez beautifully played the piano; and Weis4, 
Brianna, Rebecca, Maura, and Thomas, entertained everyone 

with their hilarious skit. The night concluded with a rockinô 

performance with the jazzy, musical stylings of Chris Gray, Matt 
French, Mr. Perna, Fr. Daniel and Mr. Z. The Coffee House was 

a Savio event that was full of pizzazz and fun and is one to put 

on your calendar for next time in spring. Donôt miss it! 

Did you know that 

it is illegal to 

mispronounce 

'Arkansas' while in 

the state of 

Arkansas? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that a 

giraffe has the same 

number of bones in 

its neck as a man? 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that 

only male fireflies 

can fly? 

 

 

Play that funky music  

BY LIZ SANCHEZ 

 

     Everybody has a favorite song, a favorite album, and a favorite 

band. Many people dream of the day when they will be able to meet 

their number one musician or catch their favorite band on tour. For 

an individual who lives in Austin, that dream can come true every 
day. In Austin, about two hundred different venues stage live music, 

every single night. Music ranges from country to Latin, rock to rap, 

indie rock to blues, and so much more. No music scene in the world 
matches Austinôs, and itôs because of Austinôs musical flair that it 

has gained the title of the Live Music Capital of the World. 

 
Austin features the best in music and is a hot spot for Americans to 

catch famous musicians. Train, Muse, Coldplay, ZZ Top ï sound 

familiar? It should, since these musicians have all performed in 
Austin at least once. Festivals like the Austin City Limits, South by 

Southwest, and the Fun Fun Fun Fest are the Mecca for musicians 

and music lovers. Over 1,900 bands and artists call Austin home, 
and thousands more from around the globe perform in the city every 

year. Downtownôs Sixth Street is lined with music venues, but some 

of the best places to hear music are found elsewhere. With its no-

seats stage, jam-packed audience, and intimate setting, Stubbs Bar-

B-Q is the ultimate music venue. Many clubs in Austin follow in 

this no-seats, standing only fashion, which actually heightens the 
music experience. Standing shoulder-to-shoulder with people who 

share in the same music taste creates the ideal concert environment 

and never fails to get the audience energized and swept into the 
music. It makes the concert experience so much more intimate as 

the band plays and the entire audience joins in singing as though the 

song were their own. No other place boasts as many of these venues 
as Austin. 

 

In the last few months, performers in Austin have included Switch-
foot, Mumford and Sons, M.I.A., Temper Trap, and Vampire Week-

end. New talent always arrives on the stage and Austinites have the 

opportunity to be the first ones to learn about these musicians before 
they make their way to greatness. There is something for everyone 

in the capital city, and every night thousands of people are able to 
find great music. Listen closely and you might be able to hear the 

music of the city. 
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Did you know that you 

inhale about 700,000 

of your own skin flakes 

every day? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that 

owls are the only birds 

who can see the color 

blue? 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that 1 

out of 20 people have 

an extra rib? 

 

BY SARAH FUMAGALLI  

 

     Hipster Glasses: Hipster glasses, which are more 
commonly referred to as a form of Geek Chic, are a huge 

hit among teenagers and pre-teens everywhere. These 

thick-framed glasses sport vintage styles with a modern 
day twist, varying from every color of the rainbow with 

any pattern imaginable. When asked about the glasses, 

Savio student Bailey Hallberg said, ñI like óemò, while 
Zack Fryer later agreed saying, ñI think theyôre cool. I 

was tempted to get some.ò Hipster glasses can be pur-

chased in vintage stores, online, and at franchises such as 
American Apparel and Urban Outfitters.   

 

Mixology: Mixology has been one of the latest trends on 
the Internet where the Internet user is able to morph 

together their favorite celebrities and animals. At least 

two or more objects are selected to be mixed together 
and there could be a final product of a hybrid Justin 

Bieber and Taylor Swift, or maybe a cat and a horse. 

Student Rebecca Weis said that, ñItôs not realistic but 
sometimes itôs funny,ò while Isabel Alvarado disagreed 

saying that she ñthink[s] itôs retarded.ò Although some 

people may think mixology is dumb, it crowds the ad-
vertisements of websites and spam everywhere and it 

will probably continue to stick around for generations to 

come. 
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Did you know that 

you are about 1 

centimeter taller in 

the morning than in 

the evening? 

 

 

Did you know that 

Cow is a Japanese 

brand of shaving 

foam? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that 

the ball on top of a 

flagpole is called 

the ñtruckò? 

 

 

BY ANONYMOUS 
 

I went to sleep on Friday night, 

and I had the weirdest dream. 
I was made the king of this faraway land 

and the pitcher of the countryôs baseball team. 

I swam in an ocean of marshmallows 
and went sky-diving in a jello sky. 

Skyscrapers were only two feet tall 

and houses were 90 stories high. 
The people would fly into the city 

and theyôd hop on one foot to their homes. 

Their fashion was absolutely ridiculous 
since their heads were adorned with cones. 

Lions and tigers roamed the streets 

and the people would not even flinch. 
But any time they saw a cat or a dog, 

they screamed and their teeth clinched. 

Everything was upside down with 
buildings hanging down from the sky. 

You would be walking on the sidewalk 

with cars overhead passing by. 
Then suddenly there was a loud noise, 

and the world began to shake. 

Suddenly it was pitch black, 
and I knew not the place. 

I opened my eyes and saw my mom 

yelling at me to wake up. 

Now I knew that the place I was at 

was only a dream that was made up. 

BY ANONYMOUS 
 

You could go with this 

Or you could go with that 
Wear it with the white 

Wear it with the black 

Leave the shirt tucked in 
Leave the shirt tucked out 

Take the scenic drive 

Or take the shorter route 
Wear the collar up 

Wear the collar down 

Dress up in normal clothes 
Dress up like a clown 

Wear the pair of pants, 

Wear the pair of shorts 
Wear the matching skirt 

Wear the matching skorts 

Wear it with the white 
Wear it with the black 

You could go with this 

Or you could go with that 

BY ANONYMOUS 
 

To smell the scent of newborn spring, 

to watch the fog ascend. 
Imagine life across the world, 

and to be reborn again. 

From New York, Japan, to France 
all over life abounds. 

To travel the world and see the sights, 

oh, to hear the sounds. 
Once I opened my eyes, 

I had a completely new view. 

All of the opportunity and excitement, 
you should experience it too! 
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Did you know that 

the word ñtaxiò is 

spelled the same in 

English, German, 

French, Swedish, 

Spanish, and 

Portuguese? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that 

Malaysians protect 

their babies from 

disease by bathing 

them in beer? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that 

over 1,000 birds a 

year die from 

smashing into 

windows? 

 

BY SARAH FUMAGALLI      
 

     The movie Hereafter follows the journeys of a French journalist, a 

young British boy, and a retired American psychic through their explo-
rations of death and the afterlife. This movie showcases how a single 

tragic moment of death and loss can jerk a personôs life into an entirely 

new direction. The storyline of this film exemplifies a documentary-type 
style by not distinguishing clear personal goals for the characters. In the 

movie, it appears as if the characters are simply living their lives, rather 

than journeying on a quest for a certain love interest or working to ac-
quire a rare gem. The storyline switches back and forth between charac-

ters, leaving assumption-filled gaps for the viewer to interpret. This 

effect makes it feel as if a character continues their life even when the 
audience is not watching, which adds to the documentary feel of the 

film. Moreover, the ending seems to be the curtain-less conclusion 

building upon the documentary style. The ending of the movie feels as if 
one is left hanging in the middle of an exciting conversation. Even 

though the audience member senses that the movie is coming to a close, 

the end is so positive and hopeful that it seems somewhat unfair to end 
the story. The majority of the movie feels like the story is in a constant 

process of establishing itself, and when it finally reaches an exciting 

moment, it ends. It is similar to watching an exciting play just about to 
reach its high point and all the actors walk off the stage taking the set 

pieces with them, only to leave the onlookers half way satisfied, and 

yearning for another scene. The play ends but the curtain seems never to 
officially fall down. 

 

Yet, even though the movie seems to be constantly building upon itself 

only to stop halfway through the construction, the characters make this 

film worth the emotional turmoil. The characters donôt follow the typi-
cal movie clich®s. The retired psychic George Loneganôs (Matt Damon) 

main love interest, Melanie (Bryce Dallas Howard), definitely doesnôt 

follow the ñstrong womenò or the ñshy girlò clich® of most movie inter-
ests. Actually, she is an overly talkative, pushy, extremely hopeless 

romantic who is highly annoying, and yet somewhat refreshing. Her 

need to push boundaries leads her to beg and plead for the things that 
she wants, which represents a personality type not often seen in movies. 

Marie LeLay (Cécile De France), the French journalist, is also a refresh-

ing character. She is strong and self-assured, but also impressionable 
and soft. Marie doesnôt have a personality full of contradictions, but she 

is a more well-rounded dynamic character, which makes her seem more 

realistic. Her actions and decisions donôt follow the typical, predictable 
pattern of most movie characters; she seems more like a real person who 

jumps back and forth between different trains of thought. While it seems 

that the movie is constantly trying to build itself, characters like Marie 

and Melanie make the movie more relatable and assist the audience in 

motivating themselves to view the film.  

          

BY LUCIA WINKELER 

     A decaying mansion has been home to siblings Diana and Georgie 

for as long as they can remember. A strict set of rules has governed 

their daily routines for as long as they have been on the mansion prop-
erty.  Mary Downing Hahn, a master at suspense, hooks her readers 

right from the start in The Old Willis Place: A Ghost Story.  The set of 

rules Hahn establishes for Diana and Georgie is a most unusual one;  

they cannot leave the property, no one can see them, and 
they must stay away from the mansion at all times. Most 

importantly, they must never disturb the slumber of Miss 

Lilian, the mansionôs former owner.  As long as those rules 
are obeyed, they can do anything they please. After the 

death of Miss Lilian, the government takes over the prop-

erty and hires caretakers, one after another, to look after the 
place. They wouldnôt stay very long, and Diana and Geor-

gie wouldnôt pay them any attention. 

 
All this changes when the newest caretaker and his daugh-

ter, Lissa, come to the mansion, and for the first time, 

Dianaôs perspective about the rules changes. Lissa is about 
Dianaôs age, and as soon as she arrives, Diana is tempted to 

befriend Lissa, even though she knows it is against the 

rules. Even with Georgie trying to stop her, Diana eventu-
ally befriends Lissa, breaking the first rule. They become 

good friends, sharing their things and exploring the grounds 

together.  It is with Lissa, that Diana breaks rules three and 
four. 

 

Continued on pg. 7 

Rules are for breaking 
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(cont. from pg. 6) 
 

Refreshment... 

 
While walking along Lissa innocently 

suggests that they take a peek into the 

mansion, but Diana refuses. However, she 
is not strong enough to overcome the 

pressure, and they eventually explore the 

mansion. Inside, the two of them start 
fooling around with Miss Lilianôs posses-

sions, and Lissa opens the bedroom door. 

This awakes Miss Lilian, which throws 

Diana and Georgieôs world into chaos. 

Soon Diana has to put ghosts to rest and 

tell the police about a murder left undis-
covered, all while keeping Lissa from 

knowing too much about her and Georgie 

and their secrets. 
 

For a book full of secrets, mysterious 

pasts, and ghosts in the spirit of Hallow-
een, check out The Old Willis Place: A 

Ghost Story by Mary Downing Hahn. This 

book has a lot of suspense, excitement, 
and spookiness, and will keep readers 

hooked throughout the story. Those who 
like ghost stories will love this book, and 

with an undiscovered murder thrown in, 

mystery lovers will be intrigued as well. 
As great as this book is, it has its flaws. 

For those who do not like the first person 

point of view, this might not be the best 
book choice. Diana is the main narrator, 

and Lissa sometimes comes in through her 

diary. This style of switching narration is 
both good and bad. Readers get to witness 

Diana and Lissaôs transformations and self

-discoveries, but they only know Georgie 
and other characters through what the girls 

reveal. Had the book been in Diana and 

Georgieôs alternating points of view, it 
might have been more appealing. Donôt 

miss out on this great read that will give 

readers goose bumps, and keep them won-
dering what really causes those eerie 

nighttime noises. 

BY SARAH FUMAGALLI  

     It is only intrinsic human nature to ponder the origins of the 
unexplainable, the unreachable, and the common miracles of 

everyday workings. However, when pertaining to the common 

and daily, yet all-too traceable, people often skip over these 
ponderings and instead continue on with their duties. The most 

common modern application among teenagers is Facebook, 

which has over 500,000 million users who collectively spend 
700 billion minutes onlineðeach month. Facebook breaks the 

bank with all aspects of it touching upon numbers incompre-

hensible to the human mind, statistics in the millions and 
billions in counting. But the statistics appear pallor in light of 

the colossal impact Facebook has had on a multi-continental, 

multi-demographical, and multigenerational level. It is hum-
bling, given these facts, to sum up the complex world of Face-

book in a time span of just 121 minutes. However, The Social 

Network is a film that does exactly that. David Fincher, direc-
tor of The Social Network, completely amplifies the personali-

ties of Mark Zuckerberg (creator and founder of Facebook) 

and Eduardo Saverin (co-founder of Facebook) to not only 
relay the story of Facebook, but also integrate a moral lesson 

within the movie. The founders of Facebook are portrayed 

either directly in a negative (in Zuckerbergôs case) or positive 
(Saverin) light, the two opposites of the business world. The 

Social Network reveals the cruelty and deception of business, 
a facet of Facebook many users do not consider when logging 

on to update their status or change their profile picture. Funny 

enough, without the lawsuits, lies and liabilities behind the 
Facebook curtain, terms such as ñprofile pictureò and 

ñupdating statusò would not even exist. Without a core story 

of a struggle between the two ex-friends, Zuckerberg and 
Saverin, 700 billion minutes would have to be spent else-

where, somewhere that the world will never know. The story 

behind Facebook is not often considered, but The Social Net-
work fully satiates the natural human desire that inquires, 

ñWhere did this come from?ò in a relatable story of betrayal 

and the inception of genius. 

The genesis of a global 

phenomenon in 2 hours: 

The Social Network  BY LUCIA WINKELER 
 

     There have been a lot of fiction books 

about Greek and Roman gods, but when it 
comes to Egyptian gods, there havenôt been 

as many books written; until now, that is. 

From the author that is best known for his 
Percy Jackson and the Olympians Series, and 

more recently Heroes of Olympus Series, 

Rick Riordan, delivers yet another series, The 
Kane Chronicles. The first book, The Red 

Pyramid, recently hit the shelves, and shows 

different side of Rick Riordan. The Red 
Pyramid, as the name implies, has to do with 

Egypt. 

 
The novel opens with, 14-year old, Carter 

Kane who has been living a far from normal 

life for six years since his mother died. His 
12-year old sister, Sadie, has been living a 

normal life with their motherôs parents in 

London, England for the past six years. She 
goes to school, has developed a British ac-

cent, and doesnôt have to move around. 

Carter, on the other hand, travels the globe 
with his Egyptologist father, Dr. Julius Kane. 

He has been homeschooled, hasnôt stayed 

anywhere long enough to make a lot of 

friends, and has all of his possessions in a 

suitcase.  Sadie and Carter only see each 
other once in the winter and once in the sum-

mer, because thatôs what their grandparents 

want. 
 

During the usual winter visit on December 

24th, Carter and Sadie find out that something 
strange had been going on since their 

motherôs death. Things get even weirder at 

the British Museum, when their dad says that 
he will ñmake things right.ò Then, the chil-

dren watch as he tries to summon Osiris, the 

Egyptian god of the Underworld, but not 
everything goes according to plan. Instead of  

A Pyramid of a Different 

releasing Osiris, another god, Set, is re-

leased, and their dad is trapped in a coffin 

which quickly disappears underground. 

The British Museum explodes, butCarter 
and Sadie manage to get away. 

 

As they are thrown into a world of hiero-
glyphics, Egyptian gods and magic, Set is 

scheming to kill a lot of people and take 

over the world. Sadie and Carter must join 
up with the other gods and stop Set. As 

Sadie and Carter attempt to stop Set, they 

learn that they have the blood of two of the 
most powerful magicians and pharaohs 

seen in centuries. That fact, combined with 

the House of Life (a diocese of magicians) 
not liking their father makes things very 

complicated for Carter and Sadie. Luckily,  

there are Egyptian gods on their side as 

well. In a terrific showdown with Set, 

Sadie and Carter, must destroy him, and 

help restore the world to an orderly and 
chaos-free place. 

 

This book is an interesting read as it shows 
a different side of Rick Riordan, since 

most people wouldnôt expect him to write 

about Egypt.  Research on ancient Egypt 
was conducted in order to write this book, 

which helps to accurately bring life to the 

stories of the Egyptian gods and god-
desses. Even people who donôt like first 

person will enjoy this book, because the 

narration flips between Carter and Sadie 
every 2 chapters. Riordan makes it easy to 

tell Carter and Sadieôs voices apart, by  

using British slang (i.e. bloke, bloody) 

whenever it was Sadieôs turn in order to 

distinguish the two characters from each 

other. 
 

However, like many first person books, the 

other characters are only known through 
what Sadie and Carter reveal, which, de-

pending on the character, can be very 

little. The major flaw in this book is the 
fact that readers are expected to remember 

a lot of different names and situations. In 

part of the story, a certain fight between 
two gods is mentioned, and later in the 

story, it is mentioned again in about two 

words. The author could have summarized 
some important events better, instead of 

just mentioning the names of certain  

people. This problem is proba-

bly a result of having two dif-

ferent narrators, versus having 

just one. Even with that one 
flaw, this is still an exciting and 

fast paced book that will leave 

readers breathless for more. For 
those who like Egyptian-related 

books, this is a book that can-

not be ignored. From battling 
Set to learning Egyptian spells 

and hieroglyphics, this book is 

proof that the culture and civili-
zation of Egypt is far from 

forgotten. 
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(cont. from pg. 1) 
 

Thanksgiving... 

 
The first broadcasting of the Macyôs Thanksgiving Day Parade 

aired in 1945, after the cancellation of the parade due to WWII. 

This wonderful television event has grown to over 44 million 
viewers every year. This incredible number proves just how cru-

cial the parade is to the celebration of Thanksgiving. 

 
This year the 84th Annual Macyôs Thanksgiving Day Parade airs 

promptly at 9am EST with an array of new balloons, acts, and 

celebrities. Among these include Kung Fu Panda, Kool-Aid bal-

loons, actress Miranda Cosgrove, and the cast and Muppets of 

Sesame Street. Be sure to catch the famous event that has become 

one of the most beloved and cherished traditions of American 

cultureðthe Macyôs Thanksgiving Day Parade. 

BY GABI CAMACHO 
 

     What is a ghostôs favorite dessert? Boo-berry pie. Ha ha ha! Millions of people 

celebrate Halloween on October 31st by dressing up as various characters such as Bat-
man or Tinkerbell and trick-or-treating for candy. Other well-known Halloween tradi-

tions include carving pumpkins and bobbing for apples, but in spite of the many who 

participate in these customs, few know where they originated.  At first, Halloween was 
a pagan holiday celebrated by a Celtic culture in Ireland, Britain, and Northern Europe 

about two thousand years ago. They celebrated the feast of Samhain (sah-wen) from the 

last day of October to the first day of November  to signify "summers end". It was a 
harvest festival indicating the end of the Celtic year, however, many superstitions were 

linked with this feast as well. The Celts believed that on the night of Samhain, the spir-

its of the dead could walk through the villages. To guard themselves from the bad spir-
its they would wear costumes to scare the souls and also leave gifts and treats for the 

bad spirits outside their doors as a bribe to guarantee a rich harvest the following year. 

These practices evolved into modern-day trick-or-treating for candy and the tradition of 
Halloween costumes.  

 

In Ireland and Scotland, Halloween participants carved turnips to make lanterns that 
were intended to ward off evil spirits. Irish and Scottish immigrants then brought this 

tradition to America, using pumpkins instead of turnips to make jack-o-lanterns. 

Around 43 AD the Romans conquered the Celts and combined the Celtic feast of Sam-
hain with their own holiday on October 31st which celebrated the Roman goddess Po-

noma. Ponoma was honored during this time of harvest because she was the goddess of 

apples. For this reason, candied apples and bobbing for apples are traditions associated 

with Halloween today. 

 
October 31st became known as Halloween which is the colloquial contraction of ñAll 

Hallowôs Eveò. As Christianity spread, November 1st became known as All Saintsô Day 

or ñAll Hallowôs Dayò which honored the holy saints and martyrs of Christianity. It was 
placed on this day to convert the Celtics and to Christianize the superstitious pagan 

holiday.  

 
Many people have different views about Halloween, but did you know: 

In the United States, Halloween candy sales average about 2 billion dollars annu-

ally. 
Halloween is the 2nd most commercially successful holiday, with Christmas being 

the first. 

Halloween is the 3rd most celebrated party day of the year behind New Yearôs and 
Super Bowl Sunday. 

 Halloween is the 8th largest card sending holiday. The first Halloween greeting-

card is dated back to the early 1900ôs, and today consumers spend around 50 
million dollars on Halloween cards each year.  

86% of Americans decorate their homes at Halloween. 

Of the pumpkins marketed domestically, 99% of them are used as jack-o-lanterns 
on Halloween. 

         Over 1.5 billion dollars are spent on Halloween costumes per year and  m o r e 

than $2.5 billion on other Halloween paraphernalia. 
More than 35 million pounds of candy corn will be produced this year. That 

equates to nearly 9 billion pieces ï enough to circle the moon nearly 4 times 

if laid end-to-end!  


